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1. Hope: The Greatest Driving Force 

1. Introduction 

2. Hope gives individuals the psychological strength to overcome adversity and 

pursue a better future 

• 2.1 Hope transforms suffering into a reason to continue struggling 

• 2.2 It develops resilience in the face of failure and uncertainty 

• 2.3 Hope motivates individuals to set goals beyond their present circumstances 

• 2.4 Great personal achievements often emerge from the belief that change is possible 

• 2.5 Hope provides societies with the confidence necessary for collective transformation 

3. History demonstrates that hope has driven individuals and nations through 

seemingly impossible circumstances 

• 3.1 Nelson Mandela's struggle against apartheid exemplifies perseverance sustained by 

hope 

• 3.2 The independence movements of colonised nations were fuelled by the hope of self-

determination 

• 3.3 Post-war reconstruction in Europe demonstrated how hope can transform devastation 

into renewal 

• 3.4 Pakistan's independence itself emerged from a collective aspiration for a better 

political future 

• 3.5 Hope has repeatedly sustained societies during wars, economic crises and natural 

disasters 

4. Hope becomes a transformative force when it is converted into action, vision 

and collective effort 

• 4.1 Education converts hope for social mobility into concrete opportunity 

• 4.2 Political leadership can transform national optimism into institutional reform 

• 4.3 Entrepreneurship converts the hope of prosperity into economic activity 

• 4.4 Social movements turn hope for justice into demands for structural change 

• 4.5 Sustainable hope requires realistic goals rather than passive optimism 

5. Pakistan must transform public hope into a credible national project of reform 

and opportunity 

• 5.1 Young Pakistanis need meaningful educational and employment opportunities 

• 5.2 Good governance can restore citizens' confidence in public institutions 

• 5.3 Economic stability can replace despair with productive optimism 
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• 5.4 Inclusive political participation can give citizens ownership of national progress 

• 5.5 Hope becomes sustainable when institutions consistently deliver results 

6. Conclusion 

 

2. CPEC and “Indo-Middle East-Europe”: 

New War Fronts 

1. Introduction 

2. CPEC and the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor represent 

competing visions of Eurasian connectivity 

• 2.1 CPEC connects China with Pakistan's Gwadar port and provides access towards the 

Arabian Sea 

• 2.2 IMEC seeks to connect India with the Middle East and Europe through multimodal 

infrastructure 

• 2.3 Both corridors have economic, strategic and geopolitical significance 

• 2.4 Connectivity projects increasingly function as instruments of strategic influence 

• 2.5 The rivalry reflects the wider competition between China, India, the United States and 

regional powers 

3. The strategic competition surrounding these corridors can create new 

geopolitical fault lines 

• 3.1 CPEC forms an important component of China's Belt and Road Initiative 

• 3.2 IMEC is widely viewed as part of efforts to strengthen alternative connectivity 

networks 

• 3.3 India-Pakistan rivalry adds a security dimension to competing regional routes 

• 3.4 Middle Eastern instability can disrupt ambitious connectivity projects 

• 3.5 Great-power rivalry risks turning economic corridors into spheres of strategic 

confrontation 

4. Connectivity does not inevitably produce conflict and can instead create 

incentives for regional cooperation 

• 4.1 Trade interdependence can increase the economic cost of military confrontation 

• 4.2 Infrastructure connectivity can integrate previously disconnected markets 

• 4.3 Gulf states can benefit from multiple trade and investment partnerships 

• 4.4 Pakistan can benefit from remaining open to wider regional connectivity rather than 

viewing corridors through a zero-sum lens 
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• 4.5 Economic cooperation can convert geopolitical competition into productive 

competition 

5. Pakistan should pursue strategic autonomy by maximising CPEC while 

remaining open to wider regional connectivity 

• 5.1 CPEC Phase II should prioritise industrialisation, exports and employment 

• 5.2 Pakistan should strengthen Gwadar's commercial and logistical potential 

• 5.3 Regional trade with Central Asia, China, Iran and the Gulf should be expanded 

• 5.4 Pakistan should avoid becoming merely an arena for competing great-power projects 

• 5.5 Economic diplomacy should turn geographical location into strategic economic 

advantage 

6. Conclusion 

 

3. The Power of Propaganda and Muslim 

World 

1. Introduction 

2. Propaganda has become a powerful instrument for shaping perceptions, 

political behaviour and international narratives 

• 2.1 Propaganda selectively presents information to influence public opinion 

• 2.2 Modern digital platforms have multiplied the speed and reach of propaganda 

• 2.3 Emotional narratives often spread faster than evidence-based information 

• 2.4 State and non-state actors use propaganda to legitimise policies and mobilise 

populations 

• 2.5 Information warfare has become an important component of contemporary 

geopolitics 

3. The Muslim world remains particularly vulnerable to competing propaganda 

narratives because of geopolitical fragmentation 

• 3.1 Conflicts in Palestine, Syria, Iraq and Yemen generate competing information 

campaigns 

• 3.2 Sectarian and political divisions make audiences susceptible to targeted narratives 

• 3.3 Western media, regional powers and non-state actors frequently frame conflicts 

according to competing interests 

• 3.4 Social media has amplified misinformation and emotionally charged political content 
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• 3.5 The absence of coordinated strategic communication weakens the Muslim world's 

ability to shape international narratives 

4. The Palestinian question demonstrates how control over narratives can 

influence global perceptions of conflict 

• 4.1 Competing narratives surrounding Hamas, Israel, occupation and resistance shape 

international opinion 

• 4.2 Images and personal testimonies can influence public mobilisation across borders 

• 4.3 Digital activism has challenged traditional media gatekeeping 

• 4.4 Disinformation can simultaneously distort legitimate humanitarian concerns 

• 4.5 The information battle has become inseparable from the broader diplomatic struggle 

5. The Muslim world needs credible strategic communication rather than 

propaganda of its own 

• 5.1 Independent journalism and fact-checking can strengthen information credibility 

• 5.2 Muslim states should invest in international media and diplomatic communication 

• 5.3 Digital literacy can protect citizens from misinformation and manipulation 

• 5.4 Greater cooperation among Muslim countries can produce coherent responses to 

global narratives 

• 5.5 Credibility, evidence and truth should form the foundation of Muslim strategic 

communication 

6. Conclusion 

 

4. Phase Out of Fossil Fuel and Arab 

Economies 

1. Introduction 

2. The global transition away from fossil fuels presents both an existential 

challenge and a strategic opportunity for Arab economies 

• 2.1 Climate change is accelerating international pressure to reduce carbon emissions 

• 2.2 Renewable energy is increasingly becoming economically competitive 

• 2.3 Arab economies remain heavily dependent on oil and gas revenues 

• 2.4 Global decarbonisation could reduce long-term demand for hydrocarbons 

• 2.5 The energy transition therefore has major fiscal and geopolitical implications for the 

Arab world 
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3. Fossil-fuel dependence exposes Arab economies to long-term vulnerabilities 

despite their enormous energy wealth 

• 3.1 Oil-price volatility creates uncertainty in government revenues 

• 3.2 Hydrocarbon dependence can discourage economic diversification 

• 3.3 Declining global demand could reduce the strategic value of oil exports 

• 3.4 Employment and public welfare systems in several economies remain linked to 

hydrocarbon revenues 

• 3.5 Delayed diversification could increase the economic cost of the energy transition 

4. Arab states are increasingly using diversification and renewable energy to 

prepare for a post-oil global economy 

• 4.1 Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030 seeks to reduce dependence on oil 

• 4.2 The UAE has invested heavily in renewable energy and clean-technology initiatives 

• 4.3 Masdar and large-scale solar projects demonstrate growing regional renewable 

ambitions 

• 4.4 Green hydrogen offers potential for future energy exports 

• 4.5 Sovereign wealth funds can finance diversification into technology, infrastructure and 

emerging industries 

5. Arab economies can turn decarbonisation from a threat into an opportunity 

through accelerated economic transformation 

• 5.1 Renewable energy should complement rather than merely replace hydrocarbon 

investment 

• 5.2 Human-capital development must support new knowledge-intensive industries 

• 5.3 Tourism, logistics, technology and manufacturing can reduce dependence on oil 

revenues 

• 5.4 Arab states should use current hydrocarbon wealth to finance their post-oil transition 

• 5.5 Early diversification will determine whether the energy transition becomes a crisis or 

a new development opportunity 

6. Conclusion 

 

5. Pragmatism vs Passion in Politics 

1. Introduction 

2. Political passion mobilises societies whereas pragmatism enables leaders to 

convert political aspirations into workable policies 
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• 2.1 Passion provides political movements with energy, identity and public mobilisation 

• 2.2 Ideals give politics a moral purpose beyond immediate interests 

• 2.3 Pragmatism evaluates policies according to circumstances and achievable outcomes 

• 2.4 Excessive passion can produce emotional and inflexible decision-making 

• 2.5 Excessive pragmatism can sacrifice principles for short-term political convenience 

3. History shows that successful political leadership requires a careful balance 

between principles and practical realities 

• 3.1 Abraham Lincoln combined moral opposition to slavery with pragmatic wartime 

leadership 

• 3.2 Nelson Mandela balanced reconciliation with the pursuit of political justice 

• 3.3 Quaid-i-Azam combined principled political demands with constitutional and 

diplomatic strategy 

• 3.4 International diplomacy frequently requires compromise without abandoning core 

national interests 

• 3.5 Political movements become sustainable when ideals are supported by realistic 

strategies 

4. Pakistan's politics illustrates the dangers of both emotional mobilisation and 

excessive political expediency 

• 4.1 Populist politics can intensify political polarisation 

• 4.2 Emotional political rhetoric can weaken space for negotiation and compromise 

• 4.3 Short-term political calculations often undermine long-term economic policymaking 

• 4.4 Excessive pragmatism can produce opportunistic alliances and inconsistent policies 

• 4.5 Pakistan requires politics that combines conviction with institutional and economic 

realism 

5. A mature political culture must harmonise moral purpose with practical 

governance 

• 5.1 Political leaders should preserve fundamental principles while remaining adaptable 

• 5.2 Negotiation should be treated as a democratic instrument rather than political betrayal 

• 5.3 Evidence-based policymaking should replace emotionally driven governance 

• 5.4 Institutions should provide continuity when political leadership changes 

• 5.5 The best politics converts passion for national improvement into pragmatic reform 

6. Conclusion 
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6. BRICS and Pakistan: Prospects of 

Recovery 

1. Introduction 

2. Pakistan's engagement with BRICS can provide new avenues for economic 

diplomacy and diversification 

• 2.1 BRICS has evolved into an influential platform representing major emerging 

economies 

• 2.2 Pakistan formally became a BRICS partner country in 2025 

• 2.3 Engagement can expand Pakistan's diplomatic and economic options beyond 

traditional partners 

• 2.4 BRICS provides access to discussions on trade, development and financial 

cooperation 

• 2.5 Pakistan can use the platform to strengthen ties with China, Russia, Brazil and other 

emerging economies 

3. BRICS-related financial and commercial opportunities can support Pakistan's 

economic recovery 

• 3.1 The New Development Bank can potentially provide financing for infrastructure and 

development projects 

• 3.2 Greater trade with BRICS economies can diversify Pakistan's export markets 

• 3.3 Investment cooperation can support energy, transport, technology and industrial 

development 

• 3.4 Local-currency and alternative-payment discussions can reduce excessive dependence 

on traditional financial channels 

• 3.5 South-South cooperation can provide new avenues for technical and developmental 

assistance 

4. Pakistan's recovery cannot depend on BRICS membership without addressing 

its domestic structural weaknesses 

• 4.1 Fiscal deficits and debt vulnerabilities require sustained domestic reform 

• 4.2 Low exports and limited industrial competitiveness constrain foreign-exchange 

earnings 

• 4.3 Energy-sector inefficiencies weaken productive capacity 

• 4.4 Political instability can discourage long-term investment 

• 4.5 BRICS can provide opportunities but cannot substitute for domestic economic 

restructuring 
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5. Pakistan should convert BRICS engagement into a broader strategy of export-

led and investment-driven economic transformation 

• 5.1 Pakistan should negotiate market access for value-added exports 

• 5.2 CPEC and BRICS engagement should be connected to industrial and export 

development 

• 5.3 Pakistan should attract investment from BRICS economies through regulatory 

reforms 

• 5.4 Economic diplomacy should focus on technology transfer and productive investment 

• 5.5 Strong domestic institutions remain essential for converting international 

opportunities into sustainable recovery 

6. Conclusion 

 

7. Artificial Intelligence: The Death of 

Creativity 

1. Introduction 

2. Artificial intelligence is transforming the process of creating, producing and 

consuming knowledge 

• 2.1 Generative AI can produce text, images, music, code and other creative outputs 

• 2.2 AI reduces the time and cost associated with creative production 

• 2.3 Automation is changing traditional roles in education, media and creative industries 

• 2.4 AI enables individuals without advanced technical skills to produce sophisticated 

content 

• 2.5 The expansion of AI raises fundamental questions about originality and human 

creativity 

3. Excessive dependence on AI can weaken the intellectual processes that nurture 

genuine creativity 

• 3.1 Reliance on automated answers can discourage independent thinking 

• 3.2 Instant solutions may reduce experimentation and productive struggle 

• 3.3 Algorithmic outputs can encourage intellectual conformity 

• 3.4 Students may substitute generated content for genuine learning and reflection 

• 3.5 Overreliance on machines risks producing efficient content without distinctive human 

imagination 
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4. AI does not necessarily kill creativity because technology can also expand the 

boundaries of human imagination 

• 4.1 Creative professionals can use AI as a tool for brainstorming and experimentation 

• 4.2 AI can democratise access to sophisticated creative technologies 

• 4.3 Human creativity remains essential for defining purpose, meaning and ethical 

boundaries 

• 4.4 The history of photography, cinema and digital technology shows that new tools can 

transform rather than eliminate creativity 

• 4.5 The real danger lies in replacing human judgment with technological convenience 

5. The future of creativity depends on using AI as an instrument of human 

intelligence rather than its substitute 

• 5.1 Education must prioritise critical thinking, originality and problem-solving 

• 5.2 AI literacy should accompany rather than replace foundational knowledge 

• 5.3 Creative industries need ethical standards for attribution, copyright and originality 

• 5.4 Human oversight should remain central to consequential creative and intellectual 

decisions 

• 5.5 The ideal future is collaboration between human imagination and machine capability 

6. Conclusion 

 

8. Pathways to Pakistan's Prosperity 

1. Introduction 

2. Pakistan's prosperity depends first on transforming its human potential into 

productive economic capacity 

• 2.1 Quality education must become the foundation of national development 

• 2.2 Technical and vocational training can improve employability 

• 2.3 Healthcare investment can strengthen workforce productivity 

• 2.4 Pakistan's young population can become a demographic dividend through appropriate 

skills and employment 

• 2.5 Women's greater participation in the economy can significantly expand national 

productive capacity 

3. Economic prosperity requires structural reforms that shift Pakistan from 

consumption and imports towards production and exports 

• 3.1 Export diversification can reduce dependence on a narrow range of products 
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• 3.2 Agricultural modernisation can increase productivity and value addition 

• 3.3 Industrial policy should promote competitive manufacturing and technology 

• 3.4 SMEs require better access to finance, markets and formalisation 

• 3.5 Digital services and IT exports offer opportunities for foreign-exchange earnings 

4. Good governance and institutional stability are indispensable for converting 

economic potential into sustainable prosperity 

• 4.1 Rule of law strengthens investor confidence and economic activity 

• 4.2 Tax reform can create fiscal space for development 

• 4.3 Energy-sector reform can reduce the cost of doing business 

• 4.4 Political continuity is necessary for long-term economic planning 

• 4.5 Effective local governance can improve the delivery of basic public services 

5. Pakistan's prosperity requires a long-term national development strategy 

rather than repeated cycles of short-term stabilisation 

• 5.1 CPEC should evolve from infrastructure development towards industrialisation and 

exports 

• 5.2 Human capital and innovation should become central to economic policy 

• 5.3 Climate-resilient agriculture and infrastructure should protect future growth 

• 5.4 Regional connectivity can expand Pakistan's trade and investment opportunities 

• 5.5 Consistent implementation, institutional reform and political consensus can turn 

potential into prosperity 

6. Conclusion 

 

9. Globalization and National Economies 

1. Introduction 

2. Globalization has integrated national economies through unprecedented flows 

of trade, capital, technology and information 

• 2.1 International trade has connected producers and consumers across borders 

• 2.2 Foreign direct investment has expanded global production networks 

• 2.3 Digital technology has accelerated the movement of knowledge and services 

• 2.4 Global supply chains have increased economic interdependence 

• 2.5 Globalisation has therefore transformed the traditional boundaries of national 

economies 
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3. Globalization creates substantial opportunities for economic growth, 

innovation and development 

• 3.1 Access to international markets expands opportunities for exports 

• 3.2 Foreign investment can provide capital, technology and managerial expertise 

• 3.3 Global competition can improve productivity and product quality 

• 3.4 Developing countries can integrate into global value chains 

• 3.5 Digital globalisation allows countries to export services without large physical 

infrastructure 

4. Unequal integration can also expose national economies to external shocks and 

deepen domestic inequalities 

• 4.1 Global financial crises can rapidly transmit across interconnected economies 

• 4.2 Excessive import dependence can weaken domestic productive capacity 

• 4.3 Global competition can disadvantage inefficient local industries 

• 4.4 Gains from globalisation may be distributed unevenly across regions and social 

classes 

• 4.5 Pakistan's recurring external-account pressures illustrate the risks of weak export 

competitiveness 

5. National economies must pursue strategic integration rather than isolation or 

unconditional dependence on global markets 

• 5.1 Governments should strengthen domestic productive capacity before deeper 

integration 

• 5.2 Human capital and technological capability can improve competitiveness 

• 5.3 Export diversification can reduce vulnerability to external shocks 

• 5.4 Social protection can ensure that vulnerable groups benefit from economic openness 

• 5.5 Pakistan should use regional and global integration to build a competitive export-

oriented economy 

6. Conclusion 

 

10. Political Polarization; Governance and 

Society 

1. Introduction 

2. Political polarization increasingly transforms legitimate political differences 

into deep social divisions 
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• 2.1 Healthy political disagreement is essential to democratic competition 

• 2.2 Polarization becomes destructive when political identity overrides shared national 

interests 

• 2.3 Social media can amplify outrage, misinformation and political echo chambers 

• 2.4 Partisan narratives increasingly shape how citizens interpret facts and institutions 

• 2.5 Political opponents can gradually become perceived as enemies rather than fellow 

citizens 

3. Excessive polarization weakens governance by making compromise, 

policymaking and institutional cooperation difficult 

• 3.1 Polarized legislatures struggle to build consensus on long-term reforms 

• 3.2 Governments may prioritise political survival over effective policymaking 

• 3.3 Institutional disputes can undermine public confidence in the state 

• 3.4 Policy discontinuity increases when every government seeks to reverse its 

predecessor's decisions 

• 3.5 Governance becomes increasingly reactive rather than strategic 

4. Pakistan's political polarization has significant consequences for social 

cohesion, economic stability and democratic institutions 

• 4.1 Intensifying partisan conflict has deepened divisions among citizens 

• 4.2 Political confrontation frequently overshadows socioeconomic issues 

• 4.3 Polarization can weaken trust in parliament, elections and other institutions 

• 4.4 Economic uncertainty increases when political instability discourages investment 

• 4.5 Social media has simultaneously enabled political participation and intensified hostile 

political discourse 

5. Reducing polarization requires institutional reform, political dialogue and a 

renewed culture of democratic tolerance 

5.1 Political parties should develop mechanisms for dialogue and negotiated consensus 

5.2 Parliament must become the primary forum for resolving political disputes 

5.3 Electoral and institutional reforms should strengthen public trust 

5.4 Responsible journalism and digital literacy can reduce misinformation-driven polarisation 

5.5 National interests, constitutionalism and rule of law must take precedence over partisan 

confrontation 

• 6. Conclusion 
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